A survey of long-term care elderly patients in the South West Thames Region.
This paper describes a survey which focuses on the patients in National Health Service long-term care beds. It examines the dependency levels and mental impairment of geriatric patients in 15 Departments of Geriatric Medicine, and determines the extent and distribution of patient dependency, including the number of independent patients. The findings support the view that there is a need for National Health Service long-term care beds.